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‘SAVE EUROPE NOW’ 


£5,000 a week 
to COBSRA Fund 


COBSRA ARE NOW MOVING 

TOWARDS THE £70,000 MARK 

IN THEIR EFFORT TO RAISE 

£100,000 FOR AVAILABLE 

RELIEF FOODSTUFFS. 

YINHE “ Save Europe Now ” office was 

* able to send a weekly cheque of 
£5,000 to Cobsra for the past four 
weeks as a result of the response to 
the COBSRA appeal among “ Save 
Europe Now” correspondents. Much 
of this money comes in very small 
sums accompanied by the most en- 
couraging letters. 

“Save Europe Now” report that, 
despite their apprehensions, the “ post- 
dried-egg”’ wave of self-pity in this 
country seems even to have stimulated 
the response, 

* 


* * 

FTER Nottingham’s initial effort 
last week, Glasgow holds today 
(Friday) the second of the big pro- 
vineial ‘“‘ Save Europe Now ’”’ meetings 
with national speakers. 

Birmingham’s effort on Friday 
next, Mar, 1, is even more ambitious, 

It is hoped that the Town Hall 
meeting on Friday, at which three 
MPs, in addition to the Archbishop of 
Birmingham and Victor Gollancz, 
are speaking, will see the target of 
£5,000 reached. 

The meeting is preceded by an organ recital 


from 6.30 p.m. by the City Organist, G. D. 
Cunningham, 
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LESSONS OF THE 
INDIAN FAMINE 


If she could speak for herself at Allied 
food conferences 


HE famine in India—now an admitted certainty—is an ugly 
blow of Destiny. It is not possible to do more than mitigate 
the blow. The failure of the monsoon in a normally self-supporting 
continent (for that is what India is) is a major catastrophe. It 


is a sad end to the British Raj, 
which will certainly be held re- 
sponsible for the consequences: 
unjustly, in the main. 

But one terrible blunder has appar- 
ently been made. India is represented 
on the Combined Food Board in Wash- 
ington only through the British Gov- 
ernment, whose representative has 
subordinated India’s claim to Britain’s 
own. In a time of universal world- 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


shortage of cereals a rare altruism 
would be required to press the claim of 
India to the disadvantage of this 
country. (The Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop of Liverpool objects to “ Save 
Europe Now": Britain first, says this 
spokesman of Christianity.) 

Nor will it be remembered that the 
Indian politicians have sedulously 
‘avoided any implication in the respon- 
sibility for practical measures to deal 
with the famine. Though nine-tenths 
of the coming misery will have been 
beyond the power of man to avert, the 
British Government will get the blame 
for it all. Perhaps it will finally 
teacb us the lesson that India mst be 
left to herself. 


The slender thread 


MHE Indian famine and the famine 
in Europe are connected only by 


the slenderest thread. The European 
famine is the direct consequences of 
the devastation of war; the Indian 
famine is due to natural causes. But 
the demand of devastated Europe on 
the world’s meagre resources is so 
great that very little marginal relief 
to the Indian distress will be possible. 

The complete failure of the victori- 
ous allies to organize a concerted 
scheme for the rehabilitation of 
Europe has made what would have 
been at best a sorry situation a dis- 
astrous one. That basic failure has 
been made far worse by the death of 
President Roosevelt, and the replace- 
ment of his tried administration by 
the incompetent cronies of President 
Truman. 

Probably Roosevelt himself would 
have found it a superhuman task to 
keep USA up to a sense of its obliga- 
tions. But at any irate the attempt 
would have been made, and would have 
half succeeded. The sudden change 
by which the American people have 
descended from great leadership to no 
leadership at all has been the con- 
summation of the world’s disaster, 


If it were Wallace... 


qt is worth while to ponder its sig- 

mificance. In order to conciliatie 
the conservative Southern Democrats 
—the same people who have just con- 
eluded a three weeks “ filibuster” to 
kill the Fair Employment Practices 
Bill—Harry Truman was chosen for 
Vice President and Henry Wallace 
dropped. President Roosevelt could 
have insisted on Wallace; but it was 
running a risk. Roosevelt did mot 
take the risk. If he had_ lived, 


A good word for Ernest Bevin 


A FTER having sat through a good 
5 many UNO mbetings, generally 
ein moods of mounting irritation, some- 
times with the platitudinous banality 
of the speeches, sometimes with the 
only too obvious “ jockeying for posi- 
tion,” Iam glad to be able to testify 
to my final impression of Ernest 
Bevin’s wholehearted sincerity for the 
cause of real peace. 

There have been many moments, 
and particularly in the discussions on 
Britain's action in Greece, when I 
have felt about Bevin exactly as the 
pacifist usually feels in a_ political 
argument with people to whom the 
pacifist view means nothing. Nor is 
it, I imagine, just patriotic conceit 
that drives me to the conclusion that 
Great Britain emerges from the First 
Assembly of UNO with her inter- 
national reputation enhanced: estab- 
lished as a more trustworthy leader 
than most other nations in the one 
respect possessed of constructive 
meaning for the future: 


On a platter 


True, this was half to be expected 
in view of Russia’s and America’s 
newness to matevial world power. But 
even so no one could foresee that 
Russia would hand the blessing of 
moral lzadership to Britain on the 
platter of a diplomatic error of the 
first magnitude, 


by ROY SHERWOOD 


Thought out in the confined atmo- 
sphere of the Kremlin in terms of 
power politics, ic may have seemed 
particularly clever to try to avert the 
dangers of an expected attack about 
Persia by a counter-attack, carefully 
timed to go off before—to cut the 
ground from under thi feet of com- 
plaimants about Russian action in 
Azerbaijan. But it could be conceived 
only by someone not. thinking in the 
values for which UNO is supposed to 
have been established, and could 
succeed only if Britain was still play- 
ing at power politics. The Russians 
should have sensed that Bevin was not, 

Yet it is not because her answer is 
complete that Britain emerged with 
flying colours. It is because she in- 
vited and insisted upon consideration 
and investigation that she has now 
made it difficult for other big) powers 
not to follow the same course without 
provoking an almost universally un- 
favourable reaction. 

In other ways too the effects will 
make themselves felt. One is that no 
better encouragement could have been 
provided for the young organization 
in which the sole chance of defence 
against atomic world destruction is 
now anchored; another, more specific, 
‘that the questions of Persia, Greece 
and Indonesia ‘have been brought so 


CASHING IN ON A ‘CERT’ 


“PANY contributors to our Headquarters 
LVM Fund have. in one way or another, come 
in for a bit extra, which they feet inclined to 
spare for our cause. May we remind you that 
most of us are, prospectively at least, in that 
category. 

We refer again to Post-War Credits, men- 
tioned in our appeal last October, You remem- 
her? We admitted to covetting a bit of that 
£600,000,000 total for the benefit of our fund. 
There was still some doubt at that time about 
repayment. Now we know that the Credits 
will be paid some day—Dalton has said so. 

Frankly we tried Jast autumn to cash in on 
the doubt, counting some chickens—we may as 
well confess it—that have not hatched, yet! 
“*“Some few thousand Credit holders among 
our members and readers at say £10 each 
per year, for four years,” we told ourselves. 
Ig looked as a not unreasonable estimate like 
a windfall of anything up to (don't laugh) a 
Quarter af a million. Well we got £73 in 


Promises, and we're graieful for them, and 
when the money comes in we hope to use it 
wisely and well on your behalf. 

Having, to the above amount, cashed in on 
the doubt, why not, we ask ourselves, cash in 
on the cert? In a Gallup Poll last year only 
one in ten thought Credits would he paid 
soon, But they will be paid. 

In thankfulness for that assurance why not 
dedicate to a good cause, say, a little of the 
windfall that is coming to you? Send your 
Promises now to the Headquarters Fund. 

MAUD ROWNTREE, 
CORDER CATCHPOOL, 
Joint Treasurers. 


Contributions to Headquarters Fund since 
Feb, 8: £14 Ids. id. Year's total to date: 
£132 14s. 7d. 

Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“ Headquarters Fund," to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.. W.C.1. 


; the Security Council 


far into the open that they are more 
likely to find just settlements; a third 
that, after these precedents, a half- 
dozen other smouldering issues are 
more likely to be considered in the 
broad daylight of world publicity. 

Judged from the common level of 
world politics, the British Foreign 
Secretary’s departure from normal 
big power practice will be accepted as 
astute by the most cynical. But 
taklen in conjunction with certain 
other declarations of his on various 
occasions, it also becomes the first 
practical expression of Britain’s new 
realism. 


Learning from France 


In stands iin evidence of the fact 
that we shall not commit the error 
which France committed after the 
1914-18 war and was trying her 
hardest—until recently—to commit 
again after this one. That error, to 
put it shortly, consists in mistaking 
the fact of being on the winning side 
in a war won mainly by the power 
and the resources of othicrs, for plain 
victory—fioor victory self-won, un- 
mortgaged, undiminished by the 
reality of having become dependent 
on others, It is out of the incom- 
patibility of the realities with insist- 
ence on la gloire and on the trappings 
of world power that France’s inter- 
war difficulties and frustrations—and 
ultimately her terrible collapse— 
were born. 

The same fate would threaten a 
Britain florgetful of the new world 
situation, and insistent on the manner 
and thoughts of the past.. It is from 
this wider angle that Ernest Bevin’s 
handling of the British case before 
acquires its 
deepest significance for us. 

Materially, Britain is drawing her 
belt tight in order to gain back some- 
thing of all that has been lost; 
politically, she has recognized her 
diminished power. If there is no 
virtue in that, there is commonsense 
in it, as well as that first requisite 
for moral leadership—the unfright- 
ened admission of one’s own limita- 
tions. 


President today such a 


“The Frontier 
Gandhi” 


TOYHE Frontier Province may 
play a decisive part in the 
elections now taking place. Of its 
inhabitants, 92 per cent. are 
Muslims, yet it has been a Con- 
gress stronghold and has, today, 
a Congress Ministry under _ its 
able Premier, Doctor Khan Sahib. 
If Congress can retain it, there 
will be no unanimous demand 
from the Muslim provinces for 
. akistan. 

The drama of this frontier 
election centres around the singu- 
larly lovable and original person- 
ality of Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan, 
the Premier’s younger brother, 
who has the physique of a giant. 
His powerful grey head and 
chiselled features suggest a rare 
blend of strength and gentleness. 
Although he comes of a _ land- 
owning family, he dresses like a 
peasant in a white cotton robe and 
leads a life of ascetic simplicity. 


* 


Congress relies on the villages 
and on Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan’s 
famous “Red Shirts”’—a _ dis- 
ciplined body of volunteers 
pledged by oath to non-violence. 
It is paradoxical to find such a 
movement among the most war- 
like of India's peoples. It began 
as a social and educational effort, 
which aimed at providing schools 
for neglected peasants. 


It was in combating the tradi- 
tional blood-feuds of the Pathans 
that Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 
preached his doctrine of pacifism 
and human brotherhood. 

They call themselves “ Servants 
of God” and the spirit of their 
organization is deeply religious. 


—H. N. Brailsford, Reynolds 
News, Feb. 17. 


Truman’s nonentity would not have 
been unduly embarrassing. Still, it 
was plain, after the election, that had 
Roosevelt kept Wallace he would still 
have won the election, and Wallace 
would havi been President today. He 
would, by now, have been in a far 
stronger position than Truman. He 
would have had the enthusiastic sup- 
port of the New Dealers and of 
Labour, which Truman has now almost 
wholly lost. Progressive America 
would have had a leader, 

The lesson to my mind is this: there 
are crises in the affairs of men-when 
only entire moral courage can prevail 
against the tendency to degeneration. 
When Roosevelt lacked the courage to 
stick ito Wallace he set in motion a 
process of democratic degeneration 
which will mot (I believe) be ex- 
haustied for many years to come. 


“Disappearance” 
NE of its consequences is that the 

“ “disappearance” figure of USA 
wheat in 1945 reached the figure of 
800 million bushels. (‘“Disappearance” 
is a technical term, meaning that 
part of the wheat crop which does not 
reach the market—mainly because it 
is fed to stock.) The world will suffer 
terribly for that. ’ 

{ cannot find any direct connection 
with another striking manifestation of 
democratic degeneration. France—of 
all countries!—introduced a motion 
before the preparatory commission of 
the United Nations Education Cul- 
tural and Scientific Organization 
(UNESCO) to exclude ex-enemy 
countries from education relief, which 
was carried with only three dissen- 
tients. I cannot go so far as to main- 
tain that had Wallace been American 
resolution 
would not have been carried. But I 
certainly do believe that if he had 
been, liberal democracy would have 
had far more confidence in itself today, 
and that the general atmosphere would 
have been far more unfavourable to 
such retrograde decisions as that 
taken by UNESCO. 


Liberal retreat 
UT there is no getting away from 
the fact. The liberal values—all 
that we understand by the emotional 
word “ freedom ’’—are in full retreat 
today: and it is very doubtful whether 
they will rally themselves in time: 
And the chief reason iis that the 
national democracies seem incapable 
of understanding that they have a 
responsibility for getting democracy 
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“Either .. 


"PHE one certainty, says the New 

Statesman. after pondering the 
mysteries of Russian policy, is that 
Russia does not want war. Then it 
goes on to say that the explanation of 
Soviet policy in the Middle East is 
that, believing that Western Capita]- 
ism will attack her, sooner or later, 
Russia has begun a policy of improv- 
ing her position, especially in oil- 
resources, against the day. Finally, 
the New Statesman remarks. 

**It is easy to understand the logic of Soviet 
policy—to extend frontiers and build up 
epheres of influence at the expense of Britain 
and to hope that discords and economic con- 
fusion in the West will bring World-Commun- 
iam without the necessity of an atomic war, 
whose effects are in fact incalculable. But it 
ia a terribly dangerous game to play.” 

In other words, Russia does not 
want war; but she wants the results 
of war. Most great nations at all 
times could be truly described as not 
wanting war, but only the results of 
war. Indeed, it would be hard to 
frame a more damning indictment of 
Russian policy than this explanation 
of her conduct by a journal which has 
been Russia’s chief apologist. 


It is important to get to the root of 
the matter. It is an article of faith 
with the present rulers of Russia that 
one of two things must happen: either 
the capitalist countries will attack 
Russia, or World-Communism will be 
victorious in those countries before 
the attack is made. From these as- 
sumptions derive the two obvious 
trends of Russian policy; to use every 
means—straightforward or otherwise 
—to strengthen her military and 
strategic position against the rest of 
the world; and to use every means— 
straightforward or otherwise—of 
strengthening the hold of Communism 
jn other countries. 


In the bleak world that. is seen 
through Russian eyes there are only 
two possible conditions: Capitalism, or 
Communism. All the «pubtlety and 
flexibility of the original Marxian 
doctrine is discarded. Democratic 
Socialism—or Social Democracy 
(which was the political conception in 
which ethical Socialism and scientific 
Socialism were fused)—is completely 
ignored. In so far as such a move- 


OF pekts 


ment does exist, it is wherever possible 
to be discredited and destroyed. And, 
in fact, the Communism of Moscow 
regardg Social Democracy as a more 
deadly enemy than Capitalism itself. 


Since Social Democracy is the con- 
dition towards which Britain, the 
Scandinavian countries, Belgium, Hol- 
land and France are striving, it is easy 
to see why Russia so relentlessly 
opposes all efforts towards their closer 
association. Such closer association is 
said to be “against Russia.” It is. 
But not in the sense implied. It is 
not a military threat against Russia; 
but it would mean an ideological unity 
of defence against the Russian con- 
ception of Communism. Such defence 
is absolutely and urgently necessary. 
It is not a matter of military defence 
at all. It is the peaceful defence, by a 
renewal of faith in the fundamental 
principles of democracy, of liberty 
against continually encroaching 
tyranny. 

In the world today Russia is the 
universal aggressor, Mr. Bevin has 
had the courage to say so—a little 
clumsily perhaps. But such clumsi- 
ness is inevitable. For Russia has 
caused such complete confusion in the 
moral values of Europe by her com- 
bination of Socialism with ruthless Im- 
perialism that men’s minds are utterly 
perplexed. The very confusion in- 
creases Russia’s opportunity of 
paralyzing what remains of Western 
civilization. There is no more im- 
perative duty than to think straight 
about Russia and the fundamental be- 
liefs by which her policy is inspired, 
and to realize that they are quite fatal 
to all men’s hopes of peace. 


To shut one’s eyes to this, and to 
indulge in the facile dream that by 
thinking kindly about Russia, and 
refusing “ to believe evil’ about her, 
makes for peace, is not pacifism but 
pusillanimity ; not charity, but 
cowardice. So long as Russia believes 
that there are only two choices before 
the world—Capitalism and Commun- 
ism—and that the issue between them 
must be fought out, so long will the 
ee stand on the brink of destruc- 
10n. 


The ploughed-up ground 
J HAVE been reading your article 
dated Dec. 28. ‘“ How will Ger- 
mans react,” and I have examined it 
as a German. I found your assump- 
tion astonishingly correct in that the 
same danger exists as 1918 only ina 
higher degree. At that time the lost 
war and the ensuing peace threw us 
into Nazism, the very tendency of 
which developed in the end to the: 
“Either we or nothing.” Now it may 
happen that the powers of destruction 
so completely dominate us that we 
end up by: “As we cannot live, no- 
body else should live.” After the 
first victory the victors placed no 
value on our state of mind. Germany 
was disarmed and it seemed of no im- 
portance what she thought or felt. 
‘Will those who have beaten us even 
this time think that our interna] con- 
dition is of no importance? 
However, there are many Germans 
who will make every effort not to be- 
come a new danger to the world. 
They want to cure the soul of otr 
people and give it a new tenor so that 
we too can contribute to the building 


HOUSMAN’S 
YOUR BOOKSHOP 
THE COSMOLOGICAL EYE 
Henry Miller, 10s. 
FRANCOIS VILLON 
Wyndham Lewis, 12s. 6d. 
THE TWILIGHT OF CIVILIZATION 
Jacques Maritain, 3s. 6d. 
THE THINGS ONE HEARS 
Robert Lynd, 8s. 6d. 


PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 


Charles Gore, 2s. 6d. 
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of a family of nations. These Ger- 
mans are trying to find an under- 
standing with the British that will 
overcome the hatred of the war. It 
is a question of rebirth—a refilling of 
the vacuum that now exists within the 
heart with genuine purity and love, 
with a new faith that is always prie- 
pared to rebuild. 


With many friemds we agree that such a 
Possibility is given only through a renewal 
of our Christianity. This means hard work, 
an our youth and our people have become 


LETTERS 


strangers to the Christian religion. They know 
a Christianity that mostly consists of Sunday 
services, preaching and dogma which have 
not much to do with actual life and the prob- 
lems of this world. We now must develop 
our Christianity anew and carry it into the 
great misery as the one power that alone 
can save all. We regard it as our duty to 
make the Christian message the political 
directive for our whole existence. 

In order to create a brotherhood of nations 
fraternal movements must start. And we are 
not capable thereof by our own natural gifts. 
Only Christianity can help us there. Will 
God grant us such a revival? The ground of 
our souls has been ploughed up as_ never 
before. Will the workmen come to sow the 
seed and do the work? This is the critical 
question. Really it is a question of rebuilding 
the basis upon which the Occident was first 
built. Will the Christians of all nations unite 
for this task? 

FRIEDRICH VON DER ROPP. 


Hannover. 


Conditions in Saxony 


The cheerful accounts from Saxony must be 
greatly exaggerated. With the influx of 
Prussians from Silesia, and of Austrians (not 
Germans) from Czecho-Slovakia (they were 
born in Austria of Austrian parents before 
the Czecho-Slovakian state was created) con- 
ditions of food and clothing must he far 
worse than after the last war when they were 
deplorable right up to the end of 1923—1% 
lived in Saxony myself during those years 
and am still suffering from the after-effects. 

As regards the production of textiles men- 
tioned in the papers. these can at best he 
mnde of artificial silk (which is noted for 
allowing the rays of the sun—and the cold 
wind—to pass through) and that only if the 
importation of timber from Bohemia is per- 
mitted. But I should rather imagine that the 


The German 
Problem 


N 1918, when the first world-war was raging 
and the former parties of the opposition in has received nermission to re- 


Germany had taken over the government, we 
who were then young and politically inexperi- 
enced opponents of the military caste were 
firmly convinced that with the defeat of im- 
perial Germany under the Kaiser the death- 
blow had also been given to Prussian militarism The 


and that the pan-German dreams of world 
Twenty-seven 


years later we believed—for did not the London 


conquest had faded for ever. 


FRITZ KUSTER 


who writes here the first of two 
articles from the point of view 
of a leading German pacifist 
who suffered in  Buchenwald 
under the Nazi regime, was pre- 
Hitler secretary of the German 
Peace Society, and editor of the 
Pacifist “‘Das Andere Deutsch- 
land.” 


Since writing these articles he 


organize the Friedensgesellschaft 
and a permit to 
Paper. 

We are indebted to the War 
Resisters’ International for this 
material. 

The second article will appear 
next week. 


restart the 


fantastic story of the 
efforts — finally successful — to 
obtain his release from Buchen- 
wald are told fully in the 
current ~ issue of the War 
Resister. 


radio mention it repeatedly and the Big Three 


solemnly record it?—that this time 
the coffin was thoroughly nailed down. 

1918: The Kaiser went, the Generals 
remained. The military power had 
collapsed but the military spirit was 
soon more triumphant than_ ever, 
thanks to the assistance of the re- 
publican dignitaries. ; 

1945: The spearhead of the Nazi 
leadsrship has been destroyed and the 
rest of it captured; the lower ranks 
are either helping the military gov- 
ernment in the construction of demo- 
cratic Germany or are resting from 
their labours in their spacious and 
comfortable houses, already busily 
weaving the nets of a whispering 


campaign. 


j 1918 the collapse of the old 

military power brought 
about a socialistic and anti-militarist 
revolt, for the returning soldiers were 
not only war-weary but felt they had 
been lied to and deceived, and so gave 
their support to the new state. 
Democratic-pacifiss propaganda and 
activity had endless scope for develop- 
ment. } 

In 1945 everything was different. 
Men up to 60 were either taken for 
military service or were on compul- 
sory work somewhere far from their 
homes. Up to the last moment every- 
thine was under the heel ‘of the Ges- 
tapo. The masses of civilians and 
soldiers, saturated for 12 long years 
by Goebbels-propaganda, went on liv- 
ing apathetically and uncritically, 
neither conceiving of nor desiring 
new systems. We socialists and 
pacifists everywhere welcomed the 
occupying troops with joy as lbera- 
tors. And nota few who hoisted the 
white flag five minutes too soon paid 
for it with their lives. The SS had 
been specially instructed. . 

We now hoped to join hands with 
the outer Front so as to take up the 
fight with the mner Front and carry 


have resorted to wearing a material 
ies of paper, as they did before, since 
cotton and wool which have to be purchased 
from abroad, are unobtainable on account of 
Germany's commercial and economic segre- 


i f the world. 
gation from the rest o e SS CLEMM. 


* Woodside,” Willow Walk, 
Welwyn, Herts. 


‘Those God ideas” 


The issue raised by John Rowland is simple. 
If one believes that the best incentive to 
fruitful social change is the striving for 
material things for oneself, then clearly 
religion is a hindrance to political action. For 
among other things religion tells one to control 
one’s own passions and to seek the good of 
othera. 4 

1 do not, of couree, know to which religion 
John Rowland is referring, but Christians at 
lenst do not believe that heaven is the reward 
of a life of socia) indifference. Nor do | know 
what he means by saying that it is always 
possible to postpone action to the next life. 
The Church has always taught that one’s fate 
in the next life depends upon one’s actions in 


See C. BARING-GOULD. 
96 Abbots Road, 
Abbots Langley. 


May I say a few words in general support 
of the letter of Mr. John Rowland (PN, reb. 
8)? It has alwaya seemed to me that, while 
the ‘religious’ factor in pacifism 1s worthy 
of al} respect and has in many minds great 
weight, it comes secondary in logical order. 
There are many religions, widely differing 
from one another, and few of them condemn 
all war. The real primary argument for pacif- 
ism, I suggest, is that it is based on right 
reason: simply that , brute force is no true 

i em. 
solution of any prob J. WS-POYNTER, 
7? Petherton Road, 

Highbury, London. N.5. 


It seems that Mr. John Rowland and the 
genuine would-be Christian speak in different 
languages. f .* 

For the latter, religion has direct affiliations 
with everything and anything in the life of 
human beings. He cannot envisage “the 
abstract truth of Christianity’; and the idea 
of postponing action to the next life har only 
just. been put into his head by Mr. Rowland. 

For the g.-w.-b.-C, thought and Hfe, spirit 
and matter, are inextricably entwined, or 
rather co-permeated. He believes he has been 
given his mind, the Now and the natural life, 
with which—by the Grace of God—to do his 
utmost. 


(Miss) F, ELINOR PARKER. 
The Vicarage, St. Winnow, 
Lostwithiel, Cornwall. 


_™menon of nationalism. 


it through. But we were sadly 
disappointed. It was Germany that 
was being fought; and we were Ger- 
mans. No kind of distinction was 
drawn between Nazis and non-Nazis. 

We were disappointed. The Nazis, 
in so far as they were not arrested 
through the agency of foreign 
workers, felt safe. And in England 
people were wondering how it really 
was that they heard nothing whatever 
about the German non-Nazis, 

We who had given our life to the 
struggle against the Prussian spirit 
and Nazism—who had spent years in 
concentration camps—were not and 
still are not allowed to publish any 
article or even leaflet on the misdeeds 
of the Nazis for the enlightenment of 
the people. The Nazis persecuted us, 
imprisoned us, maltreated us and 
reduced our families to misery. Now 
that this plague has been wiped out 
are we still to be allowed only re- 
stricted political freedom of action? 


T,=7 us come to the justifi- 

able demand of the whole 

world for the extermination of the 
Nazis, 

Superficial observers of home and 
foreign affairs think that the problem 
is solved with the destruction of the 
Nazi organizations and institutions 
and the removal of the Nazis from the 
State and local government offices; 
and that then a check on every kind 
of public activity in the Nazi sense, 
during a military occupation lasting 
many years, will put everything in 
order. Amfone who imagines this 
does not know the mentality of the 
majority of the German people. ; 

Nazism is no foreign body which 
took possession of Germany, but the 
climax and most brutal form of Gr- 
man mationalism. It is thus not 
enough to destroy Nazism; that would 
only touch a part of the whole pheno- 
It ‘is the 
spirit of Prussian militarism—the 
“Spirit of Potsdam” which has 
choked the German spirit of poets and 
thinkers—that must be uprooted. 
Non-Nazi big industrialists, bankers 
and big landlords brought Hitlerism 
to power with the intention of crush- 
ing the German workers’ and peace 
movements and so creating the 
requisite condition for their plans of 
world conquest. If the fight is 
directed only against all former 
swastika-wearers, the instigators 
and accomplices would go unpunished 
to propagate anew their faith in the 
barracks and the sword. 


[t is here that the responsi- 
bility of the Allies comes 
in. The organs of the military gov- 
ernment act on their instructions, At 
best they concern themselves with the 
Nazis. We Germans cannot under- 
take anything by ourselves, and the 
military refuse all co-operation in this 
direction. The result is that the 
aiders and abetters of the Nazis 
remain unscathed, and if by chance 
they manage to rake out from some- 
where a Jewish great-grandmother 
their reward is more likely to be a 
higher official post than the prison 
cell they deserve. But much worse 
than that is the back-door ‘escape 
which defeated militarism is making 
for itself. The whole blame for the 
failure of the military plan of world 
conquest’ which was prepared and 
undertaken jointly is now cast on that 
partner in the Hindenburg-Hitler firm 
who is left exposed—on Hitler alone. 
And so today in mearly all official de- 
partments, under the very eyes of the 
military government, the old Hinden- 
burg who handed Germany over to the 
Nazis looks down complacently from 
the wall, whilst his neighbour Hitler’s 
place is marked by a white rectangle. 
The new German nationalism iis to be 
revived through Hindenburg. 


(To be concluded.) 


PPU ( 


ws 
‘ 
intere 
Youth 
bridge 
bers’ s 
expen: 
they h 
treme 
educa! 
Many 
been 
ing fz 
being 
In 
difficu 
but it 
some 
ties f) 
There 
the a 
and ¢ 
rupte 
and, 
1939-: 
often 


lowe1 
relati 
ing, ¢ 
of al 
boys 
to an 
18. 
In 
there 
in th 
end « 
to bi 
Club: 
life t 
and 1 
acco) 
Yout 
and 
lock- 
shou 
insid 
and 
hiel pe 
Hel 
campi 
debats 
appoi 
work 
plann 
eighte 
and ii 


not 
vuld 
mo- 
the 
-the 
has 
and 
ited. 
<ers 
‘ism 
ush- 
aace 
the 
s of 
is 
mer 
tors 
shed 
the 


ynsi- 
ymes 
‘gov- 

At 
i the 
ider- 

the 
this 

the 
Tazis 
ance 
ome- 
ther 
be 2 
rmusorr 
rorse 
‘cape 
king 
r the 
vorld 
and 
that 
firm 
lone. 
il de- 
f the 
ulen- 
o the 
from 
tler’s 
ngle. 
to be 


PPU Column 


YOUTH CLUBS 
AND COMMUNITY 


and conscription have in- 


VWVAR : 
duced this country to take an/ 
interest in Youth, and to subsidise | 


Youth Clubs. Tih subsidies have not 
bridged the wide gap between mem- 
bers’ subscriptions and the very heavy 
expenses involved in all club work, but 
they have been the means of giving a 
tremendous impetus to social and 
educational work for adolescents. 
Many of the paid Youth leaders have 
been CO’s—an ironical and interest- 
ing fact at a time when Youth was 
being regimented for war. 

in spite of almost overwhelming 
difficulties, fine work has been done: 
but it is well in looking ahead to note 
some of the frustrations and difficul- 
ties from which this work has suffered. 
There is the atmosphere of violence, 
the admiration for wholesale killing 
and destruction; there is thie inter- 
rupted education of the war years, 
and, now that the school children of 
1939-45 are earning, the fact that they 
often have high wages and not much 
a yr A ly A ly ar 


“| RENOUNCE WAR AND I! WILL 
NEVER SUPPORT OR SANCTION 
ANOTHER.” 

This pledge, signed by each member, 1s 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Forther information from: General 
Secretary. PPU, Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 

ee i ae 
to spend them on except films, alcohol 
and tobacco. There is a general 
lowering of standards; not only in 
relation to sex: there is more thiev- 
ing, cheating and scrounging. Worst 
of all, perhaps, is the feeling among 
boys that it isn’t worth while to settle 
to anything because of the call up at 
18. 

In spite of this depressing picture, 
there is great hope for Youth Clubs 
in the new community life which the 
end of the war gives us some chance 
to build, To be successful, Youth 
Clubs must be part of a community 
life built round persons and families, 
and not made up of groups segregated 
according to age, sex »r income. 
Youth Clubs need thir own identity 
and activities, their own rooms and 
lock-up cupboards; but membership 
should be of a community centre, and 
inside that of the various clubs, classes 
and projects which members and 
helpers can‘ originate and provide. 

Help given to boys and girls with their 
camping weekends, cultural and craft classes, 
debates and dramatics, is exacting, often dis- 
appointing, but some of the most worthwhile 
work awaiting us. Link it with our community 
planning. instead of isolating fourteen to 


eighteen-year-olds as if they were a race apart, 
and it ia doubly valuable. 

I am glad to be able to say that a pamphlet 
on this subject is now being written by Ian 
McLuckie, ex-Warden of Liverpool University 
settlement, at the request of PPU Youth Com- 
mittee. IRENE BARCLAY. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 


before publication. een 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per,classes 1s. 6d. 
word, minimum 2. 6d. (Box No. 64.)B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., London,|9s. 8d. 


extra). Please don’t send atampa in N.W.3 
payment, except for odd pence.|~°"""” 


SPEAKING 
({eorrespndnee. or visit) §s., 


iegtried’s 


\FTER tossing in the tor- 

i mented wake of Palin- 
urus (“The Unquiet Grave”), I 
turned to the calms of the latest in- 
stalment ‘n the Autobiography of 
Siegfried Sassoon.* Basking in the 
Wiuminated shallows of this survey 
of the four years 1916-20 is a warm- 
ing exprience. 

The publication of this volume is 
apposite: for it enables one to com- 
pare with our present situation the 
climax of the last holocaust and its 
following first years of “ peace,” as 
experienced by one, who for all his 
gifts, contrived to filter events as an 
“ ordinary chap” would. 


The full man 


The beauty of these frankly auto- 
biographical volumes (“Old Cen- 
tury,” “Weald of Youth,” ‘“ Sieg- 
fried’s Journey ”) is in the presenta- 
tion of the full man, the poet as well 
as the soldier, whereas in the Shers- 
ton memoirs we meet the isolated 
sportsman—soldier, the unbalanced 
man. The first half of this volume, I 
think, is superior to the second. 
Throughout the book our cricket-lov- 
ing author fields a powerful team of 
friends. We rub- shoulders with 
Lady Ottoline and Philip Morrell, the 
greatly reverenced Hardy, Wilfrid 
Owen, Gosse and Bennett, Winston 
Churchill, T. E. Lawrence, William 


Heinemann, Edward Marsh, the 
Family Sitwell, Philip Snowden, 
Masefield, de la Mare, Wilfrid 


Blunt and other swells. We even get 
glimpses of our Editor (J. M_.M.) 
and it is the initiative of Max Plow- 
man (“a man of fine intellect and 
high moral courage”) that sends him 
north to speak for Philip Snowden, 
the “Archpacifist,” jin the Khaki 
Election. ; 
The stories of Sassoon’s stand 
against the destructive continuance 
of the war, his sojourn in the shell- 
shock hospital where he met and be- 
came friends with the young poet 
Owen, his growing realization that he 
wasn’t cutting much ice by his war- 
resistance, the urge that he must 
return to the front and share the 
dangers with the other fellows, and 
his subsequent “ blighty ” wound— 
these flow out of one another with the 
deceptively simple fluency of skilful 
writing. 
AFTER the War comes his 
** period as Literary Editor 
of the Daily Herald which, under the 
editorship of George Lansbury, had 
but recently become a daily paper. 
With Sassoon in generous control, its 
literary page became widely known 


* “ Siegfried’s Journey,” Faber. 


QUAKKERISM. 


Friends, free on 


EDUCATIONAL Friends’ Home 


AND WRITING 


Rev. 
tracts 


Hunt, 


Dorothy Matthews, from 


PRImrose 5686. 


Waximam length: 50 words. Address} 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3) 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first of 
words, classification, and date. \leather. 


size 3 column inches, 
pest Friday. 


ee a fir hsdaSeiataievanaenensseen a) 
= 4 C.O. 


ACCOMMODATION 


BIRMINGHAM DIST. unfurn. self-|295- 
contained flat, small hse., or bunga-| 


and wife (P.P.U.). 
Rd., London, §.E.26. 


c.0. AND_ wife reau. furn, hbed- 
sittg. rm. in London. Mod. rent. Box 
298. 

LIVERPOOL PACIFIST theological 


student away University terms will 
let or share furn. flat. 


requa. 


UNFURN. ACMDTN. requd. for 


two adults, London dist. Light help|wd. welcome gifts of 
given if desired. Box 302. stamps for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W-.R.I. funda. Any auch gifts 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 


recently 
Please help if possible. 


Write Wil-|350 c.c. 
liams, 22 Linnet Lane, Liverpool, 17.|BM/DLND, W.C.1. 


WAR RESISTERS’ 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


LADIES‘ 
bow decorated Berete in 


K shades incl. Saxe, Powder Blue, Lt., 
Displayed advertisements: Maximum,Dk. and Navy Blue, Rose, Cyclamen, 
Copy by first}Wine, Emerala, 
Exceptional offer. 


We reserve the tehtets hold over pane betae es errge. pd. Satisfaction 


adveriieemen!®) Aud to vin the fre-'stating size (small, med. 
quency 0 Zz advertisementa.|Sentre Supply Sales Service, “ Ridge- 
mount,” 


5 HOME FOR Sale! 
low, wanted to Trae ousiness man 3.herth modern caravan, permanent 

ocke, 3 Hillcrest jiving, fittings, £270, offers. “ Wal- 
den Acres,” Hurst, Reading. 


EXPECTANT MOTHER urgently 


maternity 
baby clothes, cot. Box 303. 


HATS. Limited supply 
real 


Large range of attractive 


Flame, Nigger, ete.jtion and 
Suit all 
Vera Mason, 
send cash with 
large) to 
23-24, Y.W.C.A. 
Broad St., 


(cheap) for| Session, 


Long Lane, Tilehurst, 
WANTS car 
Urgent. 


New 14 ft. 6 in. 


p.m., 
Simmons, M.P. 


dresses, amocka, 


motor-cycle. Known makes. 


International}Sun., Mar. 3. 


Food Re-|received with gratitude. Pl. send to|Perialism Conference, Dennison Hall. |/cingle persons) 


aes pepeteret pues’ ionse for/the War Resisters’ International, 11] Vauxhall Bridge ane S.W.1, Feb. for Old Folks’ Hostel 

appy holidays or restful recupera- ¢ 23-24. 1st Session: t., 11 am. : , 

tion; all: modern comforts. A. ‘and K. App eyerd. ented: “India aad thom eEe "Phat "es 2nd lands, 434 Penn Rd., Wolverhampton. 
S. Ludlow. The Briare, Crich, Mat- Session: 3 p.m. ‘Africa and the) WANTED EXPERIENCED 

lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel. West Indies"; 3rd Session: Sun., 11}tarial, dining-rm.,° Bedrm., 


Ambergate 44). 
RUSHMERE GUEST Hse.. Selsey, 


200 yds. from sea, comfortable hamely, Dorothy Hogg, 1s. (posta = 7 
s : A ae . . ge 1d.). A!Wide Aspect. 
terms mod., carly booking avoid dis- few copies of this valuable collection |7 
appointment. 
(Manager 
Ltd.). 


Brochure Victor Smith of 
Stephen Stoner 


“INDIA ON _ the 


information are still obtainable} George 
& Co.. from Friends’ 
Hse., Euston Rd., N.W.1. 


LITERATURE, &e. a.m. 


4th Session: Sun., 
Struggle in its 
Public 


March,” by | Imperialist 


p-m. 


Peace Cttee., Friends| Fenner 
visitors invited. 


literature respecting 
Practice of the Religious Society of 


Service 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd.. London. 


EE CEM SON ES EXPOSED by 
“masonic 


Sec.. Book Club, 21 Poplar 
Grove. New Malden. 


MEETINGS. de. 
NORTHERN YOUTH. 


Apr. 6-7 fom Conference “ Conscrip- 
ou.” 

tastes. | Derbys. 12s. 6d. full weekend. Write) We 

20 Kennington Rd., 

order | Fulwood, Preston. 


W.R.1. MIDLAND Conference, Feb.|Roard for 


B’ham, Sat. 
, 4.45 p.m.; tea, 
commenced milk  business.|2nd Session, Sun., 3 p.m. 3rd Session. 
Box]QOrders for tea (and hospitality): to/Interesting work. 

H. H., 23 Tixall Rd., B’ham, 28. 


MIDLAND PACIFIST Fellowship: 
Selly Oak F.M.H., Sun., Mar. 3, 3 
‘* Constructive Pacifism,” 


MERSEYSIDE ADVISORY Cttee. 


Mar. 4, 7.30 p.m. 


TRAILER CARAVAN wanted, also] Will speak on "1 : 
obedience to conscience. 


NORTHAMPTON 
Rev. 
foreign |‘ What is it to-be a Christian?” 


BRITISH CENTRE Against _Im- 


“The Near and Middle East" :|Kitehen help. 


Spkrs.: 
Padmore, 
Brockway. 


journey 


to the intelligent reader. Then he 
was invited to lecture in the USA. 
His diffici nce about accepting was 


over-ruled by two reasons; he thought 
it would provide an opportunity for 
an active campaign against war, and 
secondly, it would be an escape from 
the congestion of literary London. 
The book ends on the note of pescefal 
return to London after tumultuous 
American travels which, even today, 
surprise his deep-in-the-heart-of-the- 
country self. 


Civilized analysis 


Despite the darker shades of mental | 


stress cast by the. war activities, the 
qualms about public speaking and the 
fears that pursue a shy person, the 
whole book is tempered by his toler- 
ant civilized analysis of that much 
younger Sassoon. The lesson the 
pacifist can learn is twofold, the joy 
of friendship and its value, and the 
ineffectuality of mere war-resistance, 
The literary person will learn the cir- 
cumstances under which certain well- 
known poems of Sassoon were con- 
ceived. Who would have imagined 
that “ Everyone sang,” was com- 
posed without emotion or alteration? 
For the ordinary reader the book is 
worth buying because it is nich in 
entertainment. 


LESLIE A. SMITH 


f 
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THE RIGHT SORT 


EXRIENDS’ Ambulance’ Unit, 
a Quaker relief organisation, 
publish their sixth annual report 
today. They have been, as far as 
funds allowed, a minor UNRRA. 

One of them I knew, John Cook, 
had a fiery belief in humanity, 
and a livid hatred of war and all 
the suffering brought in its train. 
An undergraduate at Oxford, he 
left his studies and forsook his 
future to look after the wounded 
Spaniards in that little-remem- 
bered struggle of 36. 

He went out to France, as did 
other FAU men and women. 
Caught by the Nazis there, he 
escaped to Spain, only to be in- 
terned by Franco; escaped again, 
to work again at the salvage of 
life at the front. 

In a little town, whose bridge 
millions sing of, in Avignon, on 
the River Rhone, he died. A last- 
ditch German sniper shot him. 
John Cook is dead, but his spirit 
inspires FAU units everywhere. 
Relief work goes on in 11 coun- 
tries, tidying up the rubble of 
human misery. 

Alexander said of John: “If a 
man had to be a pacifist, that’s the 
right sort.” 

—William Hickey, Daily Express, 

Feb. 14. 


¢ THiz FIRST OF THE SWISS 


E was introduced to me by 

_ Pierre Cérésole as soon as I 
arrived with the words “ Here is 
John Baudraz who was the first 
in Switzerland to show us the 
way.” 

I remember almost every word 
of John Baudraz’ experience in 
refusing any longer to remain in 
the regiment. He found he could 
never.vead his bible during the six 
weeks military service which the 
Swiss gave each year. He did 
not analyse the reason for this 
until it was increased to three 
months’ service during the 1914- 
1918 war. Then he found it too 
long a period to go through with- 
out taking his bible out of his 
tunic pocket. So he realized he 
must leave the Army and after a 
weekend with his wife he came 
back to the barracks and put his 
cap, his belt and his gun on the 
ground at the officer’s feet and 
said he could not use them any 


more. 

The Captain, who liked this 
thirty-year-old  villagie — school- 
master said, “ Don‘t be a fool. I 
give you five minutes to change 


your mind.” After five minutes, 
his mind not having changed, the 
was sent to a lunatic asylum, for 
surely a man, it was thought, 
must be mad to refuse service in 
Switzerland where no danger but 
great honour comes to soldiers. 
After a month’s trial, finding him 
sane, he was court-martialled in 


Lausanne. The public were ad- 
mitted. 
The President was Colonel 


Cerésole, who told about the 
strange case and thie man he had 
just sent to prison at lunch where 
his nephew, Pierre, was a guest. 
Pierre had been feeling uncom- 
fortable about his military ser- 
vice for some time and now hear- 
ing about Baudraz hig mind was 
made up. Within a few days the 
Swiss newspapers carried head- 
line news of the refusal of Pierre 
Cérésole, a member of a leading 
family, to give military service— 
and his consequent imprisonment. 
This stirred the country and led 
many other to think again about 
the question of war. 

—from Muriel Lester’s European 

Diary. 


Information and PERSONAL {SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 
the Faith ana , 

JOIN Victory Corresponde~e*} SOLICITOR, YOUNG, general 

Club, 84 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, fo: experience. Desires post where op- 


application to the : ; 
Committee. |cobgenial pen-frienda. 


100-page bk., ex- 


literature ;|E-5.  S.a.e. 


CONTACT CLUB. 
friendships for all. 
See., P.N. 


P.P.U. National A.G.M. Book April’ Cardiff. 
27 and 28. London. 


formed. For partics. 
v.eod Drive, Romford. 


YOU WILL find true Friendship injanywhere. 
the L. and H. C. C. Club. 
from Sec., 39 Reighton Rd., London, 


Congenial pen 
Partics., R 
19 Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, keen, good workr., consider anything, 


FRIENDSHIPS CONFIDENTIALLY 
write 55 Lyn- 


portunity to assist community. Go 


Suggestions welcomed. 


Partics.|Box 294. 


URGENT APPEAL, can anyone 
offer post to experienced gardener? 


atp..|Married, genuine Christian C.O., 


school, institution, etce., present post 
23 years, acmdtn. essential. Box 301. 


PART-TIME history student requs. 
work London. Anything considered. 


Reserve 


Gt. Hucktlow, 
cannot 


advertised. 


COs, 
Social 
3 p.m. Istigive useful advice. 
5.30 p.m. 


W.C.1. 


BREAKFAST,| CHANCE FOR fit 


Edwin White, 
Box 300. 


2 3 Resident, 
3 p.m. “ The Anti-/either sex. 
World- |Health Home, Bristol, 9. 
Social: Sat., 
Prof. Gangulee, THE COMPASS 
Edward 
Delegates andjsentative. Apply Sec., 
Court, London, N.10. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


confirm satisfactory | Prcgressive. 


conditions of employment in all posts 
Applications in doubt are . Ih 
recommended to consult the Central |t© proceed with private or commercial 


6 Endsleigh St..| work, 
Centre, 67!w.C.1., which will often be able to|Greater London area. Box 290. 


CARETAKER AT Dick Sheppard jtion. 


man, 


STAFF REQUD. ied couple or|Nature for the use of man. 
Q ecmarried £9 Mites stamps Bd. to Allysol Company, Fair- 


The Wood-|light, Sussex. 


vegetarian, |Specialist 
Apply Elliot, Towerleaze/ (eyesight 


Players 
Atiyah,| vacancy for Advance Booking Repre- path. Naturopath. 
27 Wiltonjappt 


secre- | Drugless 


___ |Box 299. 
STRONG YOUNG C.O. seeks 
change. Work seven day week if 


Box 297. 


INTERIOR DECORATOR now able 


estimates free. London or 


TYPEWRITING / DUPLICATING 


SHORTHAND TYPIST-Secretary./expert work. Terma mod. Prompt, 
Man or woman.|confidential service. 


Write Gen. Sec., 6 Endsleigh Street,{Rd., Richmond, Surrey. 


1 Lower Church 


GOOD PRINTING of every descrip- 
Send stamp for quot-'‘on and 


C. J.|Hse., Endsleigh St., W.C.1. Anyone samples. 170 Brackley Sq., Yoodford 
interested invited write Gen. Sec.,|Green, Essex. 
same address. 
= JUNIOR TYPIST required, short- 
At Friends Institute, Islington, Mon.. ‘hand not necessary. 9.30-5.30; 12.30 
John P. Fletcher/alternate Sats. _50s.-60s. per week MISCELLANEOUS 
“The significance of|/according to speeds. Tel.: AVE. 2808 
or write Box 296. A WORD to the ailing. Do not 


despair. Start today Send for two 


handy !9q : Zi 
: -page booklets of encouraging life- 
with tools, to learn trade. Good wage . : : A 

whilst learning. South side of B’ham. conserving “information about Garlic, 


nearer to a universal 
remedy than any thing given by 
Send 


NATURE CURE—Psychological & 
Treatment of Disease by 
and|Reginald Bailey, Psychiatrist, Nerve- 
and Bates Practitioner 
corrected by natural 
methods); Daisy E. Bailey, Specialist 
in Women’s ailments and Children’s 
hnve|complaints; Reg. J. Bailey, Osteo- 
Consultation by 
184 Hoppers Rd., Winchmore 
‘.21. Palmers Green 17868. 
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on to its feet again in other countries, 
By washing their hands of ,their re- 
sponsibility, they are preparing their 
own further decline. 1 

The abysmal! folly of France in pre- 
venting the establishment of a central 
administration in Germany is merely 
typical of a blindness that, in less 
blatant forms, is universal. One im- 
mediate consequence of French short- 
sightedness is that the Russians have 
been able to forge ahead with their 
plan for liquidating Social Democracy 
in their zone, by forcing the Social 
Democrats to unite with the Com- 
munists, 

The Socialists are facing this concentrated 
pressure in the utmost moral and_ political 
isolation. As the Communist manoeuvre un- 
folds, they realize increasingly what is at 
stake—-not only the unity of their own party. 
which would he irreparably split by ‘* zonal’’ 
fusion, but the unity of German political 
development and the chances of any genuine 
democratic life in the Eastern zone. If fusion 
is forced in the East, the effect will be a new 
“Gleichachaltung ” to replace the old after 
less than a year of open discussion, and the 
warkers of Central Germany, already cut off 
from the West by an increasingly rigid cen- 
sorship, will be fed exclusively on Communist 
news in future as they were fed exclusively 
on Nazi news in the past 12 years. Nowhere 
else in Eastern Europe have the Communists 
gone quite so far in trying to enforce the 
wholesale liquidation of Social Democracy.” 
(Tribune, Feb. 15.) 


Objectors - to wage system 
MPPHE plain injustice of the National | 

Insurance Bill towards the self- 
employed was criticised both by the 
Opposition and Labour members. 
Under the Bill the man who works on 
his own—the independent craftsman 
—is made to wait 24 days before 
qualifying for sickness benefit. In 
other words, for the great majority of 
illnesses the will get no benefit at all. 
This is deliberately to penalize a whole 
class of men who, at the fundamental 
economic level, are engaged in main- 
taining their responsible freedom. 
Such men, under a system of truly 
democratic Socialism, would be en- 
couraged, not penalized. The essen- 
tial similarity of their position to his 
own will be obvious to every pacifist. 
Since there is still time to remedy this 
injustice, conscientious objectors to 
war should get busy in supporting 
these practical conscientious objectors 
to the wage-system. 


Errors home to roost 


((ORRESPONDENTS still reproach 

me with not being cheerful 
enough. Here is the judgment of the 
Manchester Guardian (Feb. 11) on the 
situation, 

“The political errors since the peace are 
now coming home to roost. Europe finds itself 
imperfectly equipped with the organs of 
economic co-operation that are needed for com- 
mon recovery. Germany and _ Austria live 
without hope; the countries of the Wastern 
zone flounder along miserably: the Western 
countries dare not come closer together for 
fear of being thought a_ political menace; 
Italy is neglected because the victors squabble 
on how to make peace with her. The United 
Nations meetings have been excellent as 
debating ground, infinitely resourceful in com- 
mittee manoeuvring, but have often presented 
a pathetically futile picture.” 


And here Sir Arthur Salter’s: 


“Beyond this winter is the next, and the | 


rebuilding of Europe and the world, with food 
as a central but not the sole factor, is a task, 
not of months but years. The present crisis has 
revealed once more the defects in the present 
arrangements for iniernational planning, 
publicity and co-ortlination of policy mts 
If the peoples and the Governments of the 
world are again taken as much by gurprise 
as they have now been the tragedy of this 


year will “be prolonged and repeated.” 
(Observer, Feb, 17.) re 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all points of view relevant to pacifism 
Articles in it. whether signed or unaigned, do 
not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the weekls 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise 
ments imply any endoreement of, or PPU 
eonnexion with, the matter advertised 


Topic of the moment: 


The Release of C.O.s 


For issue soon after the Bill becomes 

law. A full explanation including the 

release tables and-a copy of the Act 
3d.; by post 4d.) 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh Street. W.C.1 
CPU a a 
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DO YOU REMEMBER , 
DICK SHEPPARD ? 


DO YOU REMEMBER 
GEORGE LANSBURY ? 


Two colour with portrait 
6d. each, post free 


* 


pp U 6 pndkiiey Street 


| asked that the matter should at least be left 
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This question (disarmament) was 
gone into with the Emperor Napoleon 
before 1870, and after long discussion 
it was proved beyond doubt that the 
principle of disarmament can never 
sueceed in practice. There are no 
words in the dictionary that accur- 
ately define the limits of disarmament 
and armament. Military institutions 
differ in every State, and even when | 
you have succeeded in placing the 
armies ona peaceful footing you will 
not be able to affirm that the condi- 
tions of offence and defence are equal 
with all the nations which have par- 
ticipated in disarmament. Let us 


leave this question to the Society of 
Friends. 


_ —Bismarck, quoted in Lowes Dick- 
inson, “ The International Anarchy.” 


is World Government feasible ? 


A round-table discussion under this title on 
the problems involved in the transition from 
a United Nations system to some form of 
supra-national order is to be held under the 
auspices of the National Peace Counci) in the 
Adolph Tuck Hall, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, 
at 6.30 p.m. on Feb. 27. 

It will be led by Prof. David Mitrany, Dr. 
Cc. E. M. Joad, Leonard Woolf, Ritchie Calder, 
Miss Freda White and Patrick Gordon-Walker, 
MP. Copies of the invitation notice can be 


obtained fram the NPC, J44 Southampton Row, 
WwCl. 


= ite 


SIX-PAGE PN NEXT WEEK 


Next week Peace News publishes its 
“occasional '’ six-page number. In addition 
to the second part of Fritz Kuster's observa- 
tions of Germany under occupation, we shall 
include some reflections on UNO by John 
Scanlon, a specia] article by George Ll. Davies, 
un account of work in Italy by the IVSP Unit 


there, a poem by Ruth Wallis and other special 
features. 


ROY WALKER 


To the Editor 


[XN November I resigned from PPU 

Council and Executive becausie my 
confidence had been shaken by the way 
in which recent serious policy differ- 
ences had becn fought out and the way 
in which Peace News was used to in- 
fluence decisions. I wanted to go on 
with my food relief work as a member 
of staff. 


The Executive has retorted by dis- 
missing me and I leawe the service of 
the Union tomorrow. While, to quote 
Dr. Wood’s official letter to me dated 
January 17, the final decision was 
“ precipitated by the financial situa- 
tion” economy was not the reason for 
it (there were offers to guarantee my 
salary, which were rejected). The 
reason, according to Dr. Wood, is that 
“a considerable amount of friction has 
developed around you from time to 
time on the Committees with which 
you have worked.” 


I replied that I had resigned from commit- 
te.s and that there were no complaints against 
my staff work. I drew attention to the fact | 
that a larger number of Council members had 
over until the March Council meeting. Al} 
such appeals were rejected by the Executive. 

On the day that I was sacked I heard that 
{ was one of the five members chosen for the 
““Save Europe Now” executive. PPU never- 
theless sought other representation on “ Save 
Europe Now" and was refused. I was willing 
to continue the PPU liaison after leaving PPU 
staff but this is not wanted by PPU. I shall 
therefore have no further connection with 
PPU work at the centre. 


Some of my PPU friends are making it 
possible for me to carry on my work for 
“Save Europe Now ” for a few months, and in | 
that way I hope to remain in touch with many 
PPU friends. I am very grateful for all the 
kindness and encouragement I have had from 
PPU people in work of this kind in the past. 
I give my address so that any who wish to 
do so may write; I haope nut to receive too 
many condolences. 

ROY WALKER. 

48 Huntingdon Road, 

London, N.2. 


Jan. 30, 1946. | 


PPU National Executive have issued the 
following statement: 


T is at the request of the National 
Executive of PPU, by a majority, 
vote, that Roy Walker has termin- 
ated his work at Head Office. Where- 
as the occasion for this termination 
was the decision to reduce Head Office 
expenditure for 1946, the cause was 
the fact that for some time he has 
mot been found an aasy; person to 
work with, and lately a majority of 
Executive members came with reluct- 
ance to the conclusion that the con- 
stant friction was making for in- 
efficiency. 


_ It is recognized that the Union is much 
indebted to Roy for the canable service which 
he has rendered the Union during the past 
eight years, particularly in connection with 
Food Relief, and Executive wish to place their 
appreciation of his work on record. The 


decision taken has been a difficult and dis- 
tressing one, but Executive believe that it ia 
in the interests of everyone concerned. 

Any communication on this subject should 
be addressed to the General Secretary, PPU, 


i 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


A Samaritan’s 
Problem 


GITORES in New York, for per- 
7 haps, the first time in the 
history of extravagance, had for 
sale perfumes for men and mink 
coats for dogs .-. And on Christ- 
mas Day every man, woman and 
child in America, given the 
capacity and a wild disregard, of 
the consequences, can, according 
to the Department of Agriculture, 
stuff himself with five pounds of 
meat for dinner. 

This is weird news to set along- 
side a doubling of infant mortality 
in Paris, of rations among Poles 
“so little that a man cannot live 
and just so much that a man can- 
not die.” Present US food con- 
sumption is figured at 3,300 
calories daily, 200 above pre-war. 
By contrast England has 2,923 
and going down. Russia is esti- 
mated at 2,000, France 1,500, the 
American zone in Germany 1,354, 
Italy 1,000, Greece (without 
UNRRA) 970 and so on over a 
cold and hungry continent .- 

Americans show, one saving 
grace: their consciences bother 
them. Many an American would 
sit down to Christmas dinner 
with happier heart if he could 
share it with a hungry family 
overseas. But sharing is not easy. 
It is a paradox of our day that 
while communication was never 
speedier nor more extensive, the 
simple act of one man of goodwill 
helping another was never more 
involved 


is possible that 300,000 trucks 

1 aaoline to run ¢hem during 
the last harvest might have saved 
300,000 young lives in Europe this 
winter. It was no great strain 
for America to deliver that many 
trucks to Russia to help win the 
war. Why haven't we shown 
equal enterprise in the task of 
saving lives? ...- 

“The least efficient and most 

satisfying kind’ of international 

good ” work — person - to - person 
giving—is showing a significant 

ival this year. j 
re enaiela af a New York high 
school, for example, collected 500 
tins of food for Greek War 
Relief. Children of Savannah, 
Ill., sent 32 cases of milk abroad 
through the Save the Children 

ration ...- 

PaRALY: SUCH EFFORTS ARE, 
OF COURSE, MERE DROPS 
IN THE BUCKET OF NEED. 
YET ONE OF THE GREAT 
MORAL PROBLEMS OF OUR 
DAY IS TO REDISCOVER 
THE FACT THAT THE DROP 
AND NOT THE BUCKET tS) 
THE TRUE MEASURE OF 
OUR COMMON HUMANITY. 
German suffering is not unique 

but is part and parcel of Europe's 

sorrow. PS 

Yet our treatment of individual 
Germans is stupidly eruel in at 
least one respect. The _Army 
refuses to let private relief agen- 
cies operate in Germany. Worse, 
individual Germans cannot even 
receive mail from their friends 
abroad. Our GIs smuggle their 
letters out, but the answers never 
arrive. “No service.” This should 
he corrected as soon as possible. 
Communication between indivi- 
duals is the most elementary of 
Christian acts; when that is pre- 
vented, human relations are 
debased indeed... . ; 

If we hold the individual 
German responsible for not In- 
vestigating Belsen and doing 
something about it, will we not 
one day be judged for our present 
apathy? 


—Fditorial. LIFE, Dee. 24. 
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ANTI-IMPERIALIST CONFERENCE | 


Prof. N. Gangulee, George Padmore and 
Edward Atiyah, of the Arab Office, are among 
the speakers at a Conference called to revive 
the British Centre Against Imperialism on 
Sat, and Sun. next. Feb. 23 and 24, at Denison 


Hall, Victoria, S.W. ‘ 
The E eAnborS include a dozen MPs, Jionel 


Fielden, Prof. Laski, John Middleton Murry, 
Olaf Stapledon and Dr. Alex Wood. 


«TRUST - OR PERISH” 


Release Bill in trouble 


jack JQEBATE adjourned ’—that was 


the result of criticism in the 


| Lords when th» Third Reading of the 


Natisnal Service (Release of CO’s) 
Bill was taken on Feb. 12. 

As threatened on the previous 
Tuesday, the Opposition returned to 
the charge on the two points pressed 
in Comnittee. 


“Tam bound to say,” said Lord Swinton, 
“that I think this is a most unsatisfactory 
position, It is not a large House, but rather 
than do injustice we had better not pass a 
Bill, if if is a thoroughly unjust Bill. What 
I do suggest would be very wise of the Govern- 
ment would be to consider this a little further 
and put down an Amendment ... . This 
Bill is an unjust Bill as it stands. It is not 
onty un unjust Bill, it is a very silly Bill. 

Opposition persuaded the Government to 
agree to the adjournment for a week or so. 


SAVE EUROPE 


Speaker: 


REV, HENRY CARTER 


Chairman: Rev. Dr. Wright 
Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 7.45 p.m. 


THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 


Busch Corner, Isleworth, Middlesex 
657 Trolleybuses stop outside 


PACIFIST CANDIDATES 


in L.C.C. Election (Central Hackney) 

Elsie Yates, ete., of The Christian 

Party, need urgent financial support, 
canvassers, cars, workers, etc. 


CHRISTIAN PARTY COMMITTEE ROOMS 
23 DE BEAUVOIR SQUARE, N.1 


A NATIONAL RALLY 


Organised by F.O.R., P.P.U., Pacifist 
Council of the Christian Church and 
Friends’ Peace Committee) 


at 


Central Hall, Westminster 


Saturday March 16th 
2.30 and 6.15 p.m. 


DONALD SOPER 


“(in the chair) 


James Hudson, M.P. Bertha L. Bracey 
Reginald Reynolds Norman Whitney, 


Dr. Alex Wood U.S.A. 
A. Tegla Davies, Dr. Hugenholtz, 
of F.A.U. Holland 


Canon Charles Raven 


NO ATOMIC WAR 


Admission Free, Tickets for Reserved 
Seats 2s. Gd., and Tea on the premises 2s., 
may be obtained from 


Friends’ Peace Committee, Friends House 
Euston Road, London, N.W.t 


UN-COMMON SENSE 


© Lucid, impartial, authoritative 
commentary.” 


Ronald Matlone: Don’t You Agree? 
Drawing by Arthur Wragg. 
Norman Robbins: Sarah Lury. 

Patrick Richards: Greeks and Moderns. 
Veronica Maddingely: There’s a Future 
in it. 

Poems by Harold Bradley, Ronald Mallone. 
Dr. Belden, Martin Tupper: Controversy. 
A. K. Jameson: Gandhi's Work. 
Polities——-Plays—Films—Religion. 


No. 32 (lilustrated) 4d. (post 1d4.)° 
Annual subscription 5s., post free. 


30 Darby Rd., Oldbury, Birm’ham. 


LINDSEY THEATRE 


Palace Gardens Terrace 
Notting Hill Gate. Bay. 2512 


February 19th for three weeks only 


THE UNKNOWN 
WARRIOR 


By Paul Raynal 


A production of the Second 
Company of 


The Adelphi Players 


in association with The Arts Council 


is 24-page pamphlet by John Middleton 
Murry is being published by Andrew Dakers 
at 6d. In it, the author elaborates some of the 
arguments from his current broadcasts on 
Tuesdays at 10 p.m. “Trust—or Perish” will 
be stocked by Housman’s and most well-known 
bookeellers. 


«PROSPECT FOR WESTERN GERMANY’ 


The article under this title in last week's 
issue was coniributed by Ralf Hoffman. 


Evenings at 8 p.m, (excluding Monday) 


Matinee: Sat. 2.30. Sun. 8 and 3 p.m. (membs.) 


SSS 


Published from 8 Blackstock Road, _ London, 
N.4, ae “Peace News” Ltd. Printed ny 
Clifford Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 
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